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Frovw The Pastor’s Desk

Greetings...

First Baptist Church |

& Friends...
May 2024 %

In Christ, our Heavenly Father has given us wonderful promises to turn to and be
reminded that Heaven is on our side. The Bible teaches that Almighty God even assigns
Heaven’s angels and other Divine hosts to carry out God’s will among us on earth. King
David acknowledges this in Psalm 103:20-21 where in high praise David invites the
angels & hosts to praise too:

“Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding,
obedient to his spoken word. Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers
who do his will.”

Psalm 91:11-12 explicitly states a promise of angelic protection for God’s people:

“For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all
your ways. On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not

)

dash your foot against a stone.’

These promises and many, many more were ordained by God to be written down so that
they’d be preserved for our knowledge. God’s promises were preserved from oral tradition
having been taught by within the family unit and corporate worship and prayer. God made
express covenant promises which are the bedrock of our faith and God continues to fulfill
His Word among us right here at FBC. Just as in ancient times we are witnessing miracles
and supernatural power at work both seen and unseen, blessing those who know the Lord
as a refuge and fortress, our God in whom we trust.

Will you try reading a promise from the Bible every day? Even find just one that speaks to
you personally and re-read that same promise for a week or so until sinks into your spirit.

Then, say a few words of prayer for the church based upon that Scripture promise.

If'.even half of our church commits to lifting up a simple prayer for our church using a
biblical promise, I believe we God will honor our prayer of faith in His time, His way.



Learning God’s promises can help overcome Bible boredom. You might find that a
Scripture promise you read will challenge you or bring up a question. Feel free to ask me!
I’ll try to answer. We understand that not every single promise in the Old Testament can
be applied to The Church but let’s consider Psalm 91:11-12 verses on the first page here.
Our church can stand on this promise because we are those “who abide in the Almighty’
(see Psalm 91:1). We are hidden in God in Christ. Do you believe that the Lord has
assigned angels to protect you during your years? Not a boring concept at all! Does God
have your attention? What’s God’s voice saying to you as this idea of angelic intervention
brings up a memory? I have a vivid memory of angelic intervention on the highway at
night, coming home from seminary!

Learning God’s promises can help you pray against fear and doubt:
“[God/Lord/Jesus/Father...] I know what Psalm 91 says but the world is scary, people are
not trustworthy and I don’t feel protected. Please help my unbelief. Help me to trust in
Your powerful promises of protection.”

Praying biblical promises directs us to pray with “praise” and pray specifically.
Let’s pray for FBC Westwood. “Thank you [God/Lord/Jesus/Father...] for assigning
angels to protect our church during the past two centuries! Thank you for keeping our
worship and other gatherings safe. Thank you watching over everyone from toddlers
through seniors and for protecting the grounds itself.”

If you are on the internet you can look up a list of Bible promises or pray as you search
The Book of Psalms or read through Jesus Christ’s. Even if you struggle with doubt, keep
reading one of God’s promises every day. Read the ones here. May this practice lift all of
our thoughts to God often each day as we become attuned to God’s clear voice speaking to
each of us. For those with a favorite promise Scripture; read it, recite it, pray for us all!

Below is a promise from Jesus Christ if we persist in prayer and don’t give up:

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and
you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who
knocks, the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8 (New Living Translation)

Peace to you,
Pastor Catherine



“Let’s Talk” group discussion
and Holy Communion

Hello everyone!

Pastor Catherine hosts an in-person and Zoom Bible discussion monthly.
In May, it will be held on the third Thursday but starting in June we will be meeting on the

first Thursday of each month (there will be no meeting in July).

Pastor Catherine will present a topic for us to reflect upon and there will be open discussion
for sharing and learning from each other, with the Holy Spirit's guidance.

We'll close with The Lord's Supper, so bring your bread and juice!

For those attending in person, the group will meet in the Reception room.
Hope you can join us!
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For those attending by Zoom, Rev. Catherine M. Miller is inviting you to the scheduled event.

Topic: "Let's Talk" Bible discussion and Holy Communion facilitated by Pastor Catherine.
Time: May 16, 2024 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

May 16, 2024 07:00 PM
June 6, 2024 07:00 PM
July 18, 2024 07:00 PM
Aug 1, 2024 07:00 PM
Sept 5, 2024 07:00 PM
Oct 2, 2024 07:00 PM

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZEpcubggj4rGNKQzhPzBjhhjWM euPcsFMH/ics
?icsToken=98tyKuGtgj4tEtCQsRuBRpwMBo 4KPzwiCVcjY12rQXtMzpxaAv-PNVvDbdgINvD

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85457845126?pwd=bXhNVXNxKOtlbGo1T25MMkZiaDRxZz09

Meeting ID: 854 5784 5126
Passcode: 655104



Q Easter Sunday
™% March 31, 2024

Look closely at the dogwood bloon
% And you will quickly find
Symbols of Christ’s sacrifice
He made for all mankind.

A |
q | Four petals form that blessed cross
Marked by nail impressions,
The center shows the crown He wore
To cover our transgressions.

When springtime comes and dogwoods bloom,
We iecall Christ’s redemption
On first the cross, then empty tomb—
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An Egster resurrection!

L am he tha...was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore.
REVELATION 1:18




for preparing a delicious Easter breakfast following the

Sunrise Servicel - :

Spring is here! =
Thank you to Carol Ahearn
for decorating the sanctuary on Easter
Sunday with the tulips and lilies, and
for decorating our entrance with her

[T

spring arrangements.



| Jen & Ken wu‘rh Ches’rer Joduwn‘rh Shlr'ley Ken & Marie wn’rh ’ruhps
from FBC Westwood

Sunday, April 21°
Right Hand of Fellowship

New member,
Brian Beckwith




Congratulations, Ken!

- Congratulations to Ken Shaw on
receiving his Masonic Veteran's
medal in recognition of 50 years of
service to the Masons. The medal
was presented by the Celestial

7 Lodge in Westwood.

Fire practice on April 11™ -
Older scouts teaching
younhger scoufts.




Boston Southwest Association
April 13, 2024

Boston Southwest Association offered many thanks fo
us for being such a hospitable host of the April Spring Gathering.
BSW donated the delicious sandwich lunch catered by Bibi's Cafe

in Westwood.

Coffee hour donated by FBC was catered by a church member
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FBC Will Celebrate Its Bicentennial in November!

On November 3, 1824, our church was formally constituted. And so, on Sunday, November 3, 2024,
we will celebrate our 200" anniversary as the First Baptist Church of Dedham and later of Westwood!
It has been suggested that we do something special on that day to celebrate this milestone, but the
big question is: What do we want to do? We have several months to come up with plans and would
appreciate suggestions. Please forward your ideas in writing or via email to the church office, Pastor
Catherine, or any member of the Church Council.

In 2010, we researched and printed a brief history of the church, and reprints are currently available
in the church office. In the meantime, here’s a quick review of the history of our church and our
meetinghouse.
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One must first remember that in 1730, Westwood was still part of Dedham. That year, the General
Court created a second Dedham parish which eventually became the town of Norwood in 1872. In
1736, the Third Parish, also known as West Dedham, was established, and the meetinghouse, built in
1731, was located approximately where the First Parish Church stands today.

By the early 1800’s, the meetinghouse needed extensive repairs and it was decided in 1806 to
replace it with a new structure. The question of where to build it — near the existing meetinghouse or
in the geographical center of town — split the congregation into two factions. It was eventually
decided to build it near the existing meetinghouse, and those who disagreed began attending the
Baptist church in Medfield in 1808.

The new Third Parish meetinghouse was dedicated on March 1, 1809, and the old structure was
purchased by Aaron Baker. In the spring of 1810, it was taken down and the timbers moved to High
Street. Reconstruction commenced and the building was completed and dedicated on Thanksgiving
Day, November 28, 1810. The services were performed by the Rev. Mr. Gammel, the pastor of the
Medfield church, and from then until he resigned in 1823, he preached alternately between Medfield
and the reconstructed meetinghouse which served as a branch of the Medfield church.

In 1824, it was decided that the members of the Medfield church living in Dedham would form their
own separate Baptist society and church, and the initial meeting of the First Baptist Society in West
Dedham was held in the meetinghouse on March 15, 1824. In May, the Rev. Samuel Adlam was
engaged to supply the pulpit once every two weeks. In October, twenty-five members of the Medfield
church applied for and received letters of dismission for the purpose of forming themselves into a
distinct church. On Wednesday, November 3, 1824, the church was constituted, becoming a legal
corporation, and the Rev. Adlam was ordained.

In 1897, the Third Parish was incorporated as the Town of Westwood, and the official name of the
society became the First Baptist Society of Westwood. In 1908, the church formally became the First
Baptist Church of Westwood, and the First Baptist Society, which had been in existence since 1824,
disbanded in 1910, and turned over all the property to the church. In 1966, the new Christian
Education Center and Fellowship Hall were completed and dedicated, and in 1989, the historic
meetinghouse was jacked up, placed on wheels, and moved to its present location where a new
reception room linked it to the education wing.



























