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Vacation Bible School

Come to Main Street where you can participate in an inside-out, upside-down
experience like no other!
It is where Jesus makes a difference every day! Kids will explore and experience
stories Jesus told about everyday people in everyday situations.

Upside Down, Inside Out on Main Street
Mon., Aug. 15™ - Fri., Aug. 19™ 9 am - 12:00 pm.

We are very excited!

Each day at Main Street kids will participate in the excitement of Sidewalk
Celebration, experience Jesus' parables at Parable Productions, create craft
projects at Fun Factory, enjoy snacks and learn more about the Word on the
Street at the Brown Bag Bistro, and play great games at Firehouse Fitness! And,
through it all, they'll learn that Jesus' life and love makes a difference every day!

Kids will take a new look at what the Bible says about gratitude, compassion,
forgiveness, grace, and faithfulness, and let Jesus make an amazing difference in
their everyday lives.

The registration fee is $25.00 per child with a maximum of $50.00 per family.
(Again, scholarship aid will be available).

Registration forms are located in the Reception Room, the Church office or on
our website at www.fbcwestwood.org (click Christian Education and then VBS).
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Music Notes

THANK YOU WESTWOOD RINGERS!

Last Sunday, | was swept off my feet by a presentation from the Westwood Ringers. |
am still on Cloud 9. | am still walking around thinking about this amazing gift. | cannot
believe it. This kind of thing happens to OTHER people. The presentation consisted
of a musical composition by Michael Helman, entitled “Nocturne #4 in C”, and
subtitled “Song of Peace.” The ringers commissioned Mr. Helman to write this music
1 % years ago — and dedicated it to me in appreciation of 50 years of music ministry at
First Baptist.

FIFTY YEARS? Not possible! No way possible! BUT — | taught mathematics once
upon a time, and the numbers do not lie. It was 1960 when Alice Baker convinced me
to accept the Director of Music position at FBC. It was 1965 when | asked Ed Girling
if he would like to gift a set of handbells to the church. Without hesitation, he
agreed...and soon a beautiful set of two octaves of Schulmerich handbells arrived in
Westwood. We have been ringing ever since. Our set has grown to five octaves, plus
4 > octaves of chimes.

| first became acquainted with the music writing of Michael Helman some years ago
when we purchased his “Nocturne #2” for the bell choir. Over the years we have
added several more of his compositions...his Nocturne #3, and some Christmas
arrangements. | remember when Chrissie Murray joined the bell choir. We were
working on Michael’s “Nocturne #2” at the time, and Chrissie fell in love with it.

All of the Westwood Ringers enjoy Michael's music. He creates beautiful melodies
that you find yourself humming around the house all week long.

Our new “Nocturne” opens with a lovely melody in C major, in 4/4 meter, followed by a
second tune in A flat, and then returns to a more developed section of the original
melody. By page 5, a new section is introduced in C minor, and 6/8 meter. Next there
is a section using chimes, and echo techniques. Finally, the music returns to the
original C major theme, with the piece fading away quietly. It is absolutely
BEAUTIFUL.

The ringers could not wait to hear and ring the music...and of course, | could not wait
either. The solution was to move my planned postlude aside, and for the ringers to
sight read the opening and closing sections of the new music. Hearing this music for
the first time was a magical moment for me. | am overwhelmed that the ringers have
honored me in this way. How lucky | am to have such a talented and dedicated
handbell choir.



Music Notes (cont.)

Michael Helman has well over 125 handbell, organ and choral compositions in his
catalog. He has been Director of Music and Organist at Faith Presbyterian Church in
Cape Coral, Florida since 2006. Prior to that, he served as Director of Music at St.
Paul's United Methodist Church in Wilmington, Delaware. He has won nine
composition contests conducted by the American Guild of Handbell Ringers - in 1997,
1998 and 2000. Mr. Helman founded the Wilmington Handbell Ensemble, the first
auditioned community handbell choir in Delaware. He serves as a handbell clinician
at festivals, worship and music camps across the country.

The ringers selected a master of composition when they chose Michael Helman to
write this Nocturne. | would expect Mr. Helman to have this piece published within the
next year. Then the music will be available to thousands of ringers across the country
who will want to use it in their worship services, or perform it in their concert programs.

I cannot imagine a gift that would be more meaningful to me than this wonderful
Nocturne.

Thank you, Westwood Ringers.

Many of you know that two of our ringers will not be returning to the choir in the fall.
Judy Butler is not going any place, but wants to take a rest from bells for a while.
Chrissie Murray has a new job that requires her to work through the night hours, and
sleep during our rehearsal times. | am very sorry to lose Judy and Chrissie. Both
have been loyal and dedicated ringers for a number of years.

Some good news that | have to share with you, is that two replacements for Chrissie
and Judy have stepped forward. Donna and Julie Folsom will be joining the
Westwood Ringers in the fall. | am looking forward to welcoming Donna and Julie to
the wonderful world of ringing.

Marilyn Downes
Director of Music
June 15, 2011



